DO POLICE BELONG IN SCHOOLS?

Trouble in schools? Some say that police are the answer. What do you think?

Police officers in the United States have a new beat. It's called public school. In more than forty states there are now police officers patrolling their school. It's one of the many ways schools are trying to stop violence. But the presence of cops in schools is causing controversy.

People in favor of police officers in schools say the cops prevent violence. A kid is less likely to start a fight if a police officer is there. And if there's an emergency, there is someone there who is trained to handle it. Also, people think having a police officer around makes kids feel safer.

But other people think having cops in school is a terrible idea. They say it will make kids feel like school is a dangerous place. They also claim that the police officers will make kids feel like they are in prison.

What do you think? Should we have cops in our schools?

YES! Schools aren't what they used to be. There's a lot of violence now particularly in the United States. If having police officers in the schools stops that, then they should be in every school. Besides, we've been told our whole lives that police officers are our friends. Why shouldn't they "be our friends" in school as well?

NO! Are you joking? Just because a few school hallways are a little rowdy at times, it doesn't mean we need police guarding the place. Police make students feel uncomfortable, too. School is a place to grow and learn how to think. You don't need armed guards to help you do that.

Your turn!

Talk About It: Would you feel safer if there were police in your school? Why or why not? What do your friends think?

